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Draft Minutes of Tansor Village/Parish Meeting 

Held on Wednesday 10
th

 June 2009 

Attendees 

David Moore, Trevor Hart, Dorothy Tyler, Ann Preston, Stuart Gould, Mary 
Gould, Skip Sortland, Deborah Sortland, Stephen Gould, Kathy Gould, Ross 
Gordon, Helen Gordon, Iain McCloud, Pat Lyon, Sue Haddaway, Don 
Haddaway, Chris Sanders, Mike Cogan, Ruth Peterson, Rob Peterson, 
Marilyn Cogan, Christopher Metcalf, Jenny Munro, Phil Munro. 

Apologies Received 

Jane Sanders and Karen Ure. 

Minutes of 2008 AGM  

These minutes had been distributed before the meeting to all villagers by 
either email or paper copies for those without email.  Additional copies were 
also available at the meeting for those present to read on the night.  It was 
agreed that the complete minutes were an accurate record of the meeting and 
the Chairman signed them accordingly. 

Matters Arising from the 2008 AGM Minutes 

Signs to indicate Turning Circle availability.   

Endeavours to obtain signs in the village to indicate the facility of a turning 
point for cars and lorries at the end of Main Street near the A605.  Marilyn 
Cogan reported that efforts so far had been in vain due to the District Councils 
reluctance to add to the street furniture in the village.  Christopher Metcalf 
commented on the costs that signs incurred, with the experience of organising 
the moving of speed limit signs within the village. 

Polytunnels.   

There has been no increase in the number or area of polytunnels in close 
proximity to the village boundaries.  The Chairman commented that he 
thought the planners at the East Northants District Council were waiting on a 
national lead before making any decision, but it was a situation that the village 
should monitor and the villagers kept informed of any developments. 

District Council Development Plan. 

The Chairman stated that there were no further details to report on the ENDC 
Development Plan.  Representations had been made by villagers to the 
council, and as soon as any further information became available the villagers 
would be informed.  He understood that the Building Inspectorate were in the 
course of coming to their decision. 

Planning Matters 

It was pointed out to the village that there had been a recent application to 
install a french window to the property now known at Aston House (previously 
April Rise).  Concern had been raised as this window was on the third floor of 
the property and would overlook the rear gardens of many houses on the 
south side of Main Street. 
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The Chairman advised that all villagers had been made aware of the 
application and any representations to the Planning Department at the ENDC 
had to be made by the 23rd June. 

Chairman’s Report 

Christopher Metcalf advised the meeting that this would be (if re-elected) the 
last year of his chairmanship.  He had agreed to become Chairman of the 
Village Meeting some three years ago, when his prime purpose was to 
oversee the improvement to the existing method of responses to planning 
matters.  This had now been achieved, with the agreement of the use of email 
and where necessary paper copies of all relevant matters concerning Tansor 
whether planning or other council matters.  Villagers were now fully informed.  
He wished now for someone else to come forward over the next twelve 
months who would be prepared to become Chairman. 

Nominations and Election of Officials for 2009/10 

Christopher Metcalf agreed to continue as Chairman for the next year, if there 
were no other nominees.  No other nominees came forward, and Christopher 
Metcalf was proposed as Chairman by Deborah Sortland and seconded by 
Ann Preston. 

Marilyn Cogan was proposed by Skip Sortland to continue in the position of 
Secretary to the Parish Meeting and seconded by Jenny Munro. 

Tansor United Charities Report 

David Moore, as Chairman of the Trustees, gave a report on the activities of 
the Trust during 2008, a copy is attached.  The trust had made contributions 
of help to residents of the village during the year of £500 in total, and also 
£1,000 towards the upkeep of the Church grounds and improvements to the 
Village Hall.  These monies matched to annual income of the trust.  David 
asked those present to approach any of the Trustees with ideas of help to 
benefit parishioners directly or the village as a whole, and to spread the word 
regarding the Trusts existence to other villagers. 

Christopher Metcalf commented that in his recent experience word had come 
late concerning need within the village, and he emphasised that where 
possible all villagers be made aware that should they know of any issues that 
the trust may be able to help with, that this was quickly picked up and passed 
on.  The trust was set up many years ago when real hardship was common in 
Tansor, but occasions of genuine need still arose and could be dealt with. 

Election of Trustees to the Tansor United Charities 

The following Trustees were re-elected for a further term of office, Angela 
Leakey, Dorothy Tyler, Pam Metcalf and Ross Gordon.  In general discussion 
the meeting agreed that there was a good mix of villagers who served on the 
trust.  The re-election of the above trustees was proposed by Don Haddaway 
and seconded by Sue Haddaway.  For villager’s information the full list of 
Trustees on the Committee is: 

David Moore  (chairman)             -   Ivy Cottage, Main Street. 

Pamela Metcalf (vice-chairman)  -  The Old Black Horse, Main Street 
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Sarah Hodnett                              -  No. 19 Main Street 

Ross Gordon                                -  The Middle House, Fotheringhay Road 

Angela Leakey                              -  The White Horse, Main Street 

Dorothy Tyler                                -  No 3 Bridgeside, Main Street 

Sue Haddaway                              - Houroun House, Riverside 

Rupert Cadbury  (clerk)                  Tansor House, Main Street 

Neighbourhood Watch Report 

A copy of this report given by Phil Munro the village Neighbourhood Watch 
Co-ordinator is attached. 

Sue Haddaway added that building machinery had been stolen from her 
property while building work was being undertaken, and that the response she 
received from the local police was less than satisfactory.   

It was also commented on that the CPSO’s who responded to calls were 
quick and helpful, but they were not policemen 

Tansor Village Hall Committee Report 

This was read on behalf of the TVH committee by Marilyn Cogan and a copy 
is attached.  Christopher Metcalf made special mention of John Preston 
whose initial perseverance and doggedness had paid dividends. 

E.N.D.C. Local Government Plan. 

This matter had been dealt with previously in the meeting with reference to 
agenda item on matters arising from last year’s minutes. 

Speeding Traffic in and through the Village. 

The Chairman asked Ross Gordon, who had requested this as an item for 
discussion, to make his comments.  Ross expressed his serious concern 
about the speed of traffic through the village with particular concerns 
regarding the vehicles on the Fotheringhay Road.  There is a blind access to 
three properties on this section of road, and his concern was that the speed 
traffic travelled in through the village would result in an accident.   

He requested that the slow sign painted in the road be refreshed and if 
possible signs to indicate concealed access be sited.  It was agreed that 
Marilyn Cogan would investigate the situation and report back as soon as 
possible. 

There followed a general discussion regarding speeding in Tansor, and what 
efforts could be made to improve matters.  It was suggested that the police 
could be requested to do spot checks with speed measuring guns, as several 
villagers were aware that this had been helpful in other villages in the area.  
Mary Gould mentioned that this was particularly effective in Yarwell recently.  
The clerk agreed to make enquiries with the local police to see what could be 
done.  

There was further discussion concerning traffic calming measures, following 
on their proposed use within Warmington and Fotheringhay.  It was agreed 
that investigation into this should proceed, but with a strong proviso that 
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nothing should be undertaken that would detract from the village’s current 
landscape. 

Upkeep of Road Surfaces 

Concern was again expressed as to the considerable number of potholes on 
the roads in and around the village.  Marilyn Cogan read from a 
communication recently received from Northamptonshire County Council, it 
detailed the level of cost to the County from badly maintained roads when 
motorists made claims to the council for damage to vehicles.  Efforts were 
being made to respond to the problem, which had been made worse by the 
severe weather during last winter.  The communication ended with advice 
concerning the Street Doctor facility that the council’s contractors operated to 
report any road condition problems.   

Marilyn Cogan commented that this service was a good way to advise the 
county of any problems, and that in her experience the response had been 
quick and effective.  She pointed out that the facility was open to all villagers 
and that they should make good use of it.  It is accessed on line by going to 
the county website www.northamptonshire.gov.uk and search for Street 
Doctor, or by telephone direct (0845 601 1113).  Marilyn Cogan was prepared 
to pass on any problems villagers encountered. 

Any Other Business 

Dog Fouling 

The Chairman asked for an up date on the installation of ‘dog waste bins’.  
Marilyn Cogan reported that the money had been received from the County 
Council and that a request had been made to ENDC for the installation of the 
bin at the end of Main Street on the grass verge (left-hand side) towards the 
A605.  The ENDC had advised that two bins could be installed for the cost of 
one, villagers on the Fotheringhay road had been emailed for their response, 
those who had replied were not in favour as there appeared to be no need  in 
that area of the village.  Marilyn Cogan had chased the ENDC recently as 
installation of the ‘bin’ had been rather slow. 

It was agreed there were no further items for discussion. 

The Meeting was closed at 8.15 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed ………………………. 
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